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B.A.S.S. announces college, high school and junior schedules for 2022 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The 
2022 B.A.S.S. tournament sched-
ule continues to take shape as or-
ganization officials announced 
today the slates for its College, 
High School and Junior Series. 
The events have been a valuable 
tool for encouraging youth fish-
ing participation across the coun-
try, and they’re beginning to have 
a pronounced effect on the high-
est levels of professional bass 
fishing. Since B.A.S.S. started 
these circuits in 2013, there has 
been a 97% growth in the 
number of participating schools 
and clubs at the college level 
while the high school and junior 
tournament level has seen an as-
tounding 724% increase in the 
number of clubs and schools 
competing.  
“There are already former col-
lege anglers sprinkled throughout 
the Bassmaster Elite Series 
field,” said Hank Weldon, the 
longtime High School and Col-
lege Series tournament manager 
who was recently promoted to 
tournament director of the Bass-
master Opens. “Just this year we 
saw former College Classic 
Bracket winners Jacob Foutz and 
Cody Huff qualify for the Elites 
through the Opens. 
“I think it’s just a matter of time 
before the majority of the Elite 
field will have some kind of ex-
perience in our youth programs.” 
The Bassmaster College Series 
presented by Bass Pro Shops will 
open at the Harris Chain of Lakes 
in Leesburg, Fla., Jan. 21-22. As 
most early-season Florida events 
are, the tournament should be 
dominated by hefty prespawn 
and spawning largemouth. 
From there, the series will feature 
four events in four states from 
March through June. The sched-
ule will continue with an event 
on Lake Norman in Cornelius, 

The Bassmaster College, High School and Junior tournament trails offer young anglers 
an opportunity to compete on a range of fisheries during the 2022 season. (Photo by B.A.S.S.) 

N.C., March 25-26, followed by 
tournaments on Norfork Lake in 
Mountain Home, Ark., April 22-
23, and Saginaw Bay in Bay 
City, Mich., June 9-10. Those 
teams who register but remain on 
the waitlist for the four regular-
season events will enjoy an op-
portunity to qualify for the 
College National Championship 
via the Wild Card tournament on 
Logan Martin Lake in Lincoln, 
Ala., June 17-18. 
“We have a good mix of teams 
that are only able to fish the 
events in their region and teams 
that travel to multiple events 
throughout the year,” Weldon 
said. “A schedule that spans from 
Florida to North Carolina to Ar-
kansas to Michigan and then 
back to Alabama provides great 
opportunities for both of those 
groups. 
“If you’re traveling with the 

series, you’ll be fishing a very di-
verse collection of fisheries.” 
As usual, the Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors and the Mossy Oak 
Fishing Bassmaster Junior Series 
will be paired together as concur-
rent one-day events. 
Like the College Series, the two 
groups of younger competitors 
will open their seasons in Lees-
burg, Fla., on the Harris Chain of 
Lakes on Jan. 23. The standard 
format is for all Junior Series 
competitors (second through 
eighth grade) to weigh in first, 
with the champions being 
crowned before the High School 
Series weigh-in begins. 
From Florida, the trail will visit 
Lewis Smith Lake in Cullman, 
Ala., on March 13, Norfork Lake 
in Mountain Home, Ark., April 
24, and Saginaw Bay, Mich., 

June 11. 
“I think people who have fol-
lowed the High School and Jun-
ior Series have been amazed, not 
only by the knowledge these 
young anglers have of the sport, 
but by the size of the fish they 
bring to the scales,” Weldon said. 
“What they know and how they 
perform at such a young age 
really shows how the sport of 
competitive bass fishing has 
evolved — and gives us a good 
idea of the kind of competition 
we’ll see at the higher ranks in 
the future.” 
Dates and locations for the Col-
lege Series National Champion-
ship, High School Series 
National Championship and Jun-
ior Series National Champion-
ship will be announced at a later 
time. The 2022 College Classic 
Bracket, which offers a berth to 
the 2023 Academy Sports + Out-

doors Bassmaster Classic pre-
sented by Huk, will be held after 
the College Championship and, 
like last year, include the Top 3 
teams from the National Cham-
pionship as well as the Team of 
the Year. 
During the 2021 season, Hayden 
Scott and Griffin Fernandes of 
Adrian College in Michigan won 
the College Series National 
Championship on the St. Law-
rence River in New York. Then 
Bethel angler Tristan McCor-
mick claimed a Classic berth by 
surviving four days at the Col-
lege Classic Bracket on the 
Coosa River in Alabama. 
Banks Shaw and Gage King of 
Sale Creek won the High School 
Series National Championship 
on Chickamauga Lake, and Bo 
Hollen and Ari Clark of the Mon 
Valley Bassmasters took the Jun-
ior Series National Champion-
ship title at Carroll County 1000 
Acre Recreational Lake. 
Anglers can register for the next 
charge toward a championship 
on the following dates: Dec. 7 
(College), Dec. 8 (High School) 
and Dec. 9 (Juniors). Registra-
tion will take place online at 
Bassmaster.com. 
2022 College Series regular-sea-
son schedule 
Jan 21-22, Harris Chain of 
Lakes, Leesburg, Fla. 
March 25-26, Lake Norman, 
Cornelius, N.C. 
April 22-23, Norfork Lake, 
Mountain Home, Ark. 
June 9-10, Saginaw Bay, Bay 
City, Mich. 
2022 College Series Wild Card 
June 17-18, Logan Martin Lake, 
Lincoln, Ala. 
2022 High School/Junior regu-
lar-season schedule 
Jan 23, Harris Chain of Lakes, 
Leesburg, Fla. 
March 13, Lewis Smith Lake, 

Cullman, Ala. 
April 24, Norfork Lake, Moun-
tain Home, Ark. 
June 11, Saginaw Bay, Bay City, 
Mich. 
  
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses 
the Bassmaster tournament 
leagues, events and media plat-
forms, is the worldwide authority 
on bass fishing and keeper of the 
culture of the sport, providing 
cutting edge content on bass fish-
ing whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birm-
ingham, Ala., the 515,000-
member organization’s fully 
integrated media platforms in-
clude the industry’s leading mag-
azines (Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, Basspro.com 
Bassmaster Opens Series, TNT 
Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Carhartt Bassmaster Col-
lege Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Mossy Oak Fishing 
Bassmaster High School Series 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bassmaster Team 
Championship, Bassmaster 
B.A.S.S. Nation Kayak Series 
powered by TourneyX, Yamaha 
Bassmaster Redfish Cup Cham-
pionship presented by Skeeter 
and the ultimate celebration of 
competitive fishing, the 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic presented by 
Huk. 

Why We Need an Office of Men’s Health—Now! ... from sports page 2 

(SAMSHA). The combined an-
nual budgets of these Offices is 
in the tens of millions of dollars. 
In addition, the Office of Re-
search for Women’s Health 
within the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH)—one of several re-
search agencies focusing exclu-
sively on women’s health—has a 
large annual budget. 
  Unfortunately, there are still ex-
actly zero Offices of Men’s 
Health anywhere in the federal 
government, zero offices re-
searching men’s health, and a 
corresponding combined budget 
of exactly zero dollars. (In 2010, 
the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act authorized the creation 
of an Office of Indian Men’s 
Health, but more than a decade 
later, that Office is still unstaffed 
and unfunded.) 
  Why not?—The answer to that 
is a bit more complicated and 
more tragic. In just the past few 
years, we’ve seen the gap be-
tween men’s and women’s life 
expectancy increase (it’s now 
more than five and a half years 

shorter than women’s), and a dis-
proportionate number of men 
dying from COVID and “dis-
eases of despair”—men make up 
more than two thirds of opiate 
overdose deaths and three 
quarters of suicides, according to 
the CDC. Men die at younger 
ages and higher rates than 
women of nine of the top ten 
causes of death in the U.S.  Most 

of those premature deaths are 
preventable. 
 “It is important that we have a 
level of coordinated effort and 
synergy for men’s health initia-
tives throughout the country.” 
Said Darrell Sabbs, Community 
and Public Relations Representa-
tive for Phoebe Putney Health 
Systems. “Establishing an Office 
of Men’s Health would supply 
that central stream of advocacy 
and resources.” 
 A federally funded and staffed 
Office of Men’s Health could 
save lives, providing com-
munity-based programs the ex-

pertise they need to reach men 
and boys, including Black men 
and boys, with life-saving mes-
sages, advice, and resources. Just 
look at how successful the Of-
fices of Women’s Health have 
been at increasing awareness of 
women’s health issues and at en-
couraging women to get regular 
health screenings and physical 
exams (men are half as likely as 
women to see a health provider 
for preventive care). 
 “Men tend to neglect their 
health, and it puts a burden on 
their families and society as a 
whole.” Said Tom Rogers, M.D. 
“Men are much more unhealthy 
than women overall because they 
are reluctant to visit the doctor 
for screenings, and are less edu-
cated about their health." 
  The Office of Women’s Health 
within the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) says 
that it and the other Offices have, 
among other achievements, in-
creased breast cancer screenings 
and reduced breast cancer deaths, 
decreased smoking rates for 

African American men live 6.5 years shorter lives than the average male, and 7.7 years shorter lives than African American women. 

opinion

women, decreased teen preg-
nancy rates, and increased 
women’s lifespan. An Office of 
Men’s Health could produce the 
same type of benefits for men. 
 “[An Office of Men’s Health] 
would be in a position to advance 
and promote the development of 
health professionals and provide 
avenues to develop innovative 
programs specific to improving 
men’s health outcomes.” Said 

Darryl Davidson, Director of the 
Milwaukee Fatherhood Initiative, 
City of Milwaukee, “The Office 
increases the likelihood of devel-
oping opportunities to learn about 
and respond to priority issues.” 
 A federally funded and staffed 
Office of Men’s Health could also 
save money. In a peer-reviewed 
article published in the American 
Journal of Men’s Health, Armin 
Brott and his  colleagues found 
that the failure to address men’s 
health in a comprehensive 
manner costs the government, 
private employers, and the 

University of Memphis’ Austin III 
named Burlsworth Trophy nominee
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. – Uni-
versity of Memphis wide re-
ceiver Calvin Austin III was 
named one of 88 nominees for 
the Burlsworth Trophy on Tues-
day. Last season, Austin III was 
a Burlsworth Trophy semifinal-
ist. 
 In the award’s twelfth year, the 
trophy is named in honor of 
Brandon Burlsworth, former 
University of Arkansas walk-on 
and All-American offensive line-
man. Burlsworth's life is also the 
subject of a major motion pic-
ture, "GREATER", which was 
released in 2016.  The Burls-
worth Trophy is given to the 
most outstanding football player 
in American who began his ca-
reer as a walk-on and has shown 
outstanding performance on the 
field. 
 Austin III has established him-
self as one of the best wide re-
ceivers and weapons in the 
NCAA. He ranks sixth in the 

NCAA in receiving yards per 
game (112.6), seventh in receiv-
ing yards (901), seventh in re-
ceiving touchdowns (8) and 13th 
in receptions per game (7.1). 
 He is also second in the NCAA 
in scrimmage plays over 50 yards 
(5), fourth in 60 yards or more (3) 
and seventh in both plays over 20 
yards (16) and 40 yards (6). Aus-
tin III has posted two of the top-
five receiving games in program 
history this year. His 239 yards at 
Arkansas State rank second, 
while his 200 at Tulsa rank fifth. 
  With his 901 receiving yards, 
Austin III ranks eighth all-time 
on the Memphis single-season 
list. He also ranks tied for 11th on 
the program’s single-season 
touchdown list (8) and 12th on 
the receptions list (57). 
 Along with being a Burlsworth 
Trophy nominee, Austin III was 
also named to the Maxwell 
Award Watch List and Biletnikoff 
Award Watch List. He was also 
named the Kia Player of the 

Month for September and was 
recently invited to play in the 
East-West Shrine Bowl. 
 The Burlsworth Trophy award 
ceremony to honor the three fi-
nalists and to announce the 2021 
winner will on December 6th at 
7:00pm CST at Crystal Bridges 
Museum in Bentonville, Arkan-
sas. 
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Football, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

healthcare system more than 
$450 billion each year. 
  What would an Office of Men’s 
Health do? A lot. To start with, it 
would create and disseminate—
to state and local health agencies, 
private employers, and religious 
and community organizations—
awareness and educational mate-
rials and programs designed to 
engage boys and men in the 
healthcare system and empower-
ing them to be more active par-
ticipants in their own care. 
Non-government entities such as 
Men’s Health Network and 
Healthy Men, Inc. are trying to 
fill this role, but they lack the fis-
cal resources.The Office of 
Men’s Health would also coordi-
nate the male-focused and father-
focused public health efforts 
within state health agencies (as 
the Offices of Women’s Health 
currently do for women). 
  What can you do to help? Con-
tact your Representatives and 
Senators and encourage them to 
co-sponsor or at least support 
legislation to create, staff, and 
fund an Office of Men’s Health 
within the Department of Health 
and Human Services. The results 
could be dramatic, both in terms 
of lives lengthened, improved, 
and saved, as well as money 

 Said Darryl Davidson, Di-
rector of the Milwaukee Fa-
therhood Initiative, City of 
Milwaukee, “The Office in-
creases the likelihood of de-
veloping opportunities to 
learn about and respond to 
priority issues.” 

saved and reduced health care 
costs for all Americans. Healthier 
men and boys lead to healthier 
families and a healthier society. 
  Don't know who your members 
of Congress are?  You can find 
them at 
www.congress.gov/members or 
call the United States Capitol 
switchboard at 202-224-3121 and 
they will connect you with your 
Representative and Senators. 
  Men’s Health Network (MHN) 
MHN is an international non-
profit organization whose mis-
sion is to reach men, boys, and 
their families where they live, 
work, play, and pray with health 
awareness messages and tools, 
screening programs, educational 
materials, advocacy opportuni-
ties, and patient navigation. 
  Men’s Health Network is the 
sponsor of Men’s Health Month 
(June) and Wear Blue Day. MHN 
maintains the http://www.Testic-
ularCancerAwarenessMonth.com 
and http://www.ProstateCancer-
AwarenessMonth.com websites.  
  For information on MHN's pro-
grams and activities, visit them at 
MensHealthNetwork.org, on 
Twitter (@MensHlthNetwork), 
and on Facebook 
(facebook.com/menshealthnet-
work), or call 202-543-6461 ext. 
101. 


